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Freiburger Zeitschrift für GeschlechterStudien (fzg) 

Call for Papers: Gender Diversity in Sport 

 

The special issue “Gender Diversity in Sport” of the Freiburger Zeitschrift für 

GeschlechterStudien (25/2019) focuses on moments of changing and shifting 

gender relations and gender constructions. It builds on research from the con-

texts of various disciplines investigating the (re-)production of gender hierar-

chies in social practices, medial representations, and formal structures in 

sport. The guiding question of the issue is:  

 

Which changes can be observed in the hierarchical gender binary in 

sport, and under which social and societal conditions are they possible 

and thinkable? 

 

This focus includes 

 

- structural changes regarding the participation of all genders in sports, 

- the expansion of gender knowledge (including in sports medicine), 

- ‘new’ spaces of and for gender in sport, 

- the intersectional nature of gender hierarchies in sport, as well as 

- breaking with or changing the gender segregation that is still the norm in 

sport.  

These aspects can be investigated in various sports-related fields, both em-

pirically and theoretically. Not only (high) performance sport but, for in-

stance, also amateur sport or youth sport appear to be promising areas of 

research. Thus, gender-specific connotations of sporting activities as well as 

expectations of gender-specific differences in athletic performance are al-

ready formed in early childhood. Where do we see chances to counteract the 

impact of gender norms at such an early age – and in which contexts is this 

already happening? 

Further promising fields of research when looking for moments of change in 

gender relations are the politics and the economics of sport. Questions of 

financial distribution and normative (sports-)political conceptions of gender 

equality and gender justice are crucial factors in determining who can partici-

pate in which sport for which reasons – and who cannot. Which developments 

in this respect can be traced in different national and international sports or-

ganizations? How can we think about gender-inclusive sport in political and 

economic terms? 
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2 While specific areas of sport as well as specific sports and sporting practices 

seem to be suitable objects of study in order to trace changes in hetero-nor-

mative conceptions of gender, the medial representation of sport offers an-

other research area. The way in which athletes are featured and displayed in 

sports news coverage, in commercials for sporting goods, and in sport films 

is an indicator of the visibility and recognition of gender in sport and, at the 

same time, conveys gendered images and conceptions of athletic bodies. 

How have medial representations changed and/or how are they currently 

changing and multiplying?  

 

The editors of fzg 

Guest editor: Karolin Heckemeyer 

 

Please submit your German or English text on the topic “Gender Diversity in 

Sport” by March 31, 2018 to fzg@mail.uni-freiburg.de. Submissions should 

not exceed 40,000 characters (including references). They must be pre-

ceded by an abstract of no more than 10 lines and five keywords (both ab-

stract and keywords in German and English). Reviews responding to the 

issue’s topic should not exceed 12,000 characters (both including spaces).  

fzg publishes only articles that have not been published previously. We ask 

you to confirm that when submitting your contribution. Please refer to our 

website for the declaration of originality and our stylesheet for submissions: 

http://www.fzg.uni-freiburg.de. Thank you! 
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