




CALL FOR PAPERS 

14th Day of Gender Research in Saxony-Anhalt 

Strengthening Democracy: Feminist Perspectives on Gender, Politics and 

Society 

November 20, 2025 | Martin Luther University, Halle-Wittenberg 

The rise of right-wing populist and anti-feminist positions has significant consequences for 

gender equality. Not only from a global perspective but also within Germany and Saxony-

Anhalt, achievements in gender equality policies are increasingly being challenged. Funding 

for programs supporting women and marginalized groups is at risk, hate speech against 

women and LGBTIQ+ individuals is on the rise, and the political participation of women is being 

obstructed. Furthermore, female scholars and especially gender researchers are facing 

growing hostility. 

In Saxony-Anhalt, gender policy debates are closely linked to issues of social justice, economic 

development, and political participation. The discussion about the interrelations between 

democratic structures, gender relations, and social cohesion is therefore not only highly 

relevant but also urgent. 

Examining antifeminism, anti-democratic tendencies, and strategies for resistance is crucial. 

Gender Studies contribute significantly by critically analyzing democratic structures and 

proposing perspectives for a fair and inclusive society. 

Against this backdrop, the 14th Day of Gender Research in Saxony-Anhalt is positioned at the 

intersection of gender, democracy, and participation research. It will explore how feminist 

perspectives can strengthen democratic structures and counteract anti-democratic 

tendencies. We welcome contributions addressing, among others, the following topics: 

 The responsibility of academia in supporting democracy 

 Feminist resistance movements and strategies 

 Antifeminism, right-wing populism, and threats to democracy 

 Community empowerment as a strategy for democratic strengthening 

 The impact of disinformation and populist narratives on gender equality 

 Intersectional perspectives on democratic and anti-democratic movements 

 Academic institutions as safe spaces: Strategies to counter attacks on gender 

research and marginalized scholars 

 Effects of political developments on the structures and institutions of Gender Studies 

 

The aim is to enhance perception of current research on gender-related issues, highlight 

artistic and design contributions that incorporate gender aspects, foster networking among 

scholars and practitioners, and create a space for exchange and discussion. 

We particularly encourage scholars, artists, and designers in early career stages from Saxony-

Anhalt and beyond to submit their work, including work-in-progress. Submissions can be made 

for two formats (please indicate your preferred presentation format): 



 Oral presentations (20-minute presentation + 10-minute discussion) 

 Poster presentations (part of the planned poster exhibition with a short 

presentation) 

We request submission proposals in the form of a paper (max. 500 words), including the 

author(s), title, a brief project description, institutional affiliation, and contact details. 

Submissions should be sent by August 1, 2025, to: 

info@kgc-sachsen-anhalt.de 

Childcare will be available on the day of the event. 

You will receive a response regarding the selection of your contribution by August 31, 2025. If 

you have any questions about the Call for Papers or the event, please contact the Coordination 

Office for Gender Research & Equal Opportunities Saxony-Anhalt (KGC) via: 

info@kgc-sachsen-anhalt.de 

Michaela Frohberg: +49 391 67-58905 

For more information on the Day of Gender Research, please visit our website. 

 

The 14th Day of Gender Research in Saxony-Anhalt is a cooperative event organized by: 

gender*bildet – Network for Gender Research and Teaching, Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg (MLU) 

Office for Equality and Family Affairs, Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg (OVGU) 

Coordination Office for Gender Research & Equal Opportunities Saxony-Anhalt (KGC) 
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